
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CLT large 2010 17,944,488 17,944,488 17,944,488

CLT large 2011 19,131,074 19,131,074 19,131,074

CLT large 2012 19,751,124 19,751,124 19,751,124

CLT large 2013 21,046,988 21,046,988 21,046,988

CLT large 2014 21,528,752 21,528,752 21,528,752

CLT large 2015 21,766,400 21,766,400 21,766,400

CLT large 2016 21,755,248 21,755,248 21,755,248

CLT large 2017 21,694,448 21,694,448 21,694,448

CLT large 2018e 22,315,936 22,843,838 21,979,242

CLT large 2019 23,015,654 24,691,586 21,709,022

CLT large 2020 23,599,880 25,513,508 21,926,852

CLT large 2021 24,139,014 26,133,630 22,235,484

CLT large 2022 24,645,300 27,126,460 22,463,542

CLT large 2023 25,143,230 28,135,826 22,649,564

CLT large 2024 25,618,284 28,624,350 22,815,434

CLT large 2025 26,091,084 29,431,916 23,005,730

CLT large 2026 26,565,992 30,241,316 23,200,206

CLT large 2027 27,056,518 31,105,494 23,383,464

CLT large 2028 27,565,236 32,033,274 23,563,562

CLT large 2029 28,091,894 33,106,894 23,728,306

CLT large 2030 28,638,118 34,108,856 23,897,566

CLT large 2031 29,196,688 35,088,000 24,067,988

CLT large 2032 29,759,552 36,057,000 24,254,476

CLT large 2033 30,326,630 37,067,564 24,452,938

CLT large 2034 30,907,236 38,084,768 24,609,530

CLT large 2035 31,490,672 39,076,452 24,721,054

CLT large 2036 32,083,356 40,039,692 24,825,868

CLT large 2037 32,682,680 41,043,620 24,942,326

CLT large 2038 33,287,232 42,091,844 25,075,422

CLT large 2039 33,892,972 43,160,716 25,223,444

CLT large 2040 34,505,076 44,244,136 25,373,208

CLT large 2041 35,111,320 45,251,396 25,521,752

CLT large 2042 35,722,924 46,211,888 25,658,336

CLT large 2043 36,344,880 47,194,736 25,784,650

CLT large 2044 36,978,880 48,169,692 25,901,538

CLT large 2045 37,631,660 49,127,364 26,004,808

2018 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

10,000,000

20,000,000

30,000,000

40,000,000

50,000,000

60,000,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l

Fiscal Year

TAF Enplanements Scenarios

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CLT large 2010 516,581 516,581 516,581

CLT large 2011 544,016 544,016 544,016

CLT large 2012 549,933 549,933 549,933

CLT large 2013 555,491 555,491 555,491

CLT large 2014 546,874 546,874 546,874

CLT large 2015 545,602 545,602 545,602

CLT large 2016 545,894 545,894 545,894

CLT large 2017 552,055 552,055 552,055

CLT large 2018 547,705 565,598 534,414

CLT large 2019 565,571 612,673 527,940

CLT large 2020 575,729 628,756 529,026

CLT large 2021 586,503 641,352 534,179

CLT large 2022 595,536 661,505 536,721

CLT large 2023 603,795 681,221 537,909

CLT large 2024 613,564 690,868 540,630

CLT large 2025 623,844 708,533 544,474

CLT large 2026 634,185 726,061 548,561

CLT large 2027 644,898 744,857 552,395

CLT large 2028 656,012 765,070 556,133

CLT large 2029 667,531 788,639 559,499

CLT large 2030 679,481 810,950 562,530

CLT large 2031 691,685 832,294 565,978

CLT large 2032 703,974 853,375 569,779

CLT large 2033 716,345 875,389 573,839

CLT large 2034 729,016 897,528 576,925

CLT large 2035 741,753 919,166 578,810

CLT large 2036 754,695 940,010 580,702

CLT large 2037 767,777 961,785 582,852

CLT large 2038 780,970 984,553 585,379

CLT large 2039 794,188 1,007,776 588,246

CLT large 2040 807,543 1,031,288 591,068

CLT large 2041 820,746 1,053,018 593,935

CLT large 2042 834,072 1,073,664 596,533

CLT large 2043 847,628 1,094,806 598,898

CLT large 2044 861,438 1,115,716 601,042

CLT large 2045 875,673 1,136,148 602,836

2018 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios
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